Spirit Empowered Generosity

Acts 4:32-35

Intro: researchers are studying a breakthrough find – 

mutated gene called the “stingy gene”.

A. Results of stingy gene: effects the brain - false beliefs
1. Hard work always results in MORE financial gain.

2. Possessions determine my worth, significance and security.

3. What I do with my possessions has nothing to do with my faith in God, or His Church.

4. I must first have all I need before I can be generous.

5. There is a spiritual formula for giving that results in receiving financial blessing.

6. It’s completely up to me to supply my needs.

*Gene in its original form:  “Generosity Gene”

B. UNIFIED CHURCH - Acts 4:32-36  
Unity is both 
1. Spiritual truth 
2. Spiritual experience 

C. REVIEW: Unity - Bound together as ONE.

1. Prayer binds us together as ONE.

2. Mutual submission binds us together as ONE.

D. Today’s Message: GENEROUS LIVING binds us together as ONE! So BE RICH in good deeds!  
E. Purpose for resources: PROVISION and BLESSING.
F. TEXT: 1 Timothy 6 17Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 19In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.

1. You are “rich” in this present world – Vs. 17a  

     abundant, plentiful, or ample resources. 2 Cor. 9:11

2. God is the owner and extravagant giver – vs. 17c
Psalm 24:1: Philippians 4:19
3. We were created in God’s image with his “generosity 

gene” - Genesis 1:27-28
4. Sin causes our “generosity gene” to mutate to “stingy”

Genesis 3:8; Isaiah 59:2

5. The Holy Spirit restores “generosity gene” - Ephes. 2:4
G. Healthy “generosity genes” - Consistent Generous 

Giving. What is the “tithe”?
· Priority in worship
· Provision for needs of God’s people

· Bring tithe to “storehouse” Mal. 3:10 
2 Corinthians 8:7 But just as you excel in everything——see that you also excel in this grace of giving.
H. Application: What keeps you from generous living?

Selfishness, fear, control, debt, false belief system?  

* Join us for COOL project June 5!
* Coming NEW “DNA” Groups – sermon based discussion     

& application home groups June and July

